
From Overwhelmed to 
Empowered

Using National FFA Educator Resources to Build 
Engaging, Ready-to-Teach Lessons



Who are we?
National Teacher Ambassadors for FFA
● 25-26 Ambassadors from Ohio

○ Jeremy Ryan - West Muskingum
○ Caleb Hickman - Utica
○ Lori Romi - Ridgemont

● 26-27 Ambassadors from Ohio
○ Jeremy Ryan - West Muskingum
○ Caleb Hickman - Utica
○ Lori Romi - Ridgemont
○ Logan Heiby - Spencerville
○ Kayla Bowens - Taeys Valley





CHAOS!!!
We’ve all had these days…



We have all had these days…
I asked AI to write real scenarios for why an Ag teacher 
wasn’t ready on a Monday morning and it said this: 
School & FFA Responsibilities

● Chaperoning an FFA event, contest, camp, or convention over the 
weekend.

● Supervising students at livestock shows, fairs, or exhibitions.
● Attending professional development, conferences, or workshops.
● Preparing teams for upcoming CDEs
● Responding to student or parent concerns that arose outside of school 

hours.



Agricultural Program Responsibilities

● Caring for school livestock, greenhouse crops, land labs, or agricultural 
facilities.

● Managing SAE visits and checking on student projects.
● Addressing equipment breakdowns or facility issues that required 

immediate attention.
● Coordinating with industry partners, advisory committee members, or 

community supporters.

Family & Personal Commitments

● Spending time with family after a particularly busy week.
● Attending children's activities, sporting events, or family gatherings.
● Caring for a sick family member.
● Handling unexpected household emergencies (vehicle problems, home 

repairs, etc.).
● Taking time to rest and recharge to prevent burnout.



Unexpected Circumstances

● Technology issues that prevented work from being completed remotely.
● Internet outages or power interruptions.
● Illness or fatigue after a demanding week of teaching and extracurricular 

activities.
● Last-minute changes to school schedules, events, or curriculum plans.
● Weather-related disruptions affecting travel, farm work, or event 

schedules.

The Most Honest Reason

Sometimes the reason is simply that agricultural education is a profession 
with far more responsibilities than can reasonably fit into a standard 
workweek. Between classroom instruction, FFA activities, SAE supervision, 
facility management, community engagement, and personal responsibilities, 
some tasks occasionally have to wait until Monday morning.



So how can Educator Resources help?
• Continuously updated 

content 
• Pre-created lesson plans, 
sub plans, CDE resources, 
SAE resources, etc.

• Easy as using a search bar



Accessing Resources
1.  Go to FFA.org.

2. Click on Explore FFA in the top toolbar.

3. Select Educator Resources in the left column.

4. Use the search bar on the Educator Resources page to look up the 
resource or topic you are interested in.



4. Use the search bar on the Educator Resources page to look up the resource or 
topic you are interested in.

5. Click on the Word document, PDF or folder icon associated with the resource you 
are interested in viewing.

6. This will re-direct you to Box (where documents are housed).

7. To view a document, just click on it to view. If you would like to download the 
document, select download in the top right corner. 



National FFA Educator Resources 101
Website for resources: 

https://www.ffa.org/my-

toolbox/instructor/educato

r-resources/

QR Code: 

https://www.ffa.org/my-toolbox/instructor/educator-resources/
https://www.ffa.org/my-toolbox/instructor/educator-resources/
https://www.ffa.org/my-toolbox/instructor/educator-resources/
https://www.ffa.org/my-toolbox/instructor/educator-resources/
https://www.ffa.org/my-toolbox/instructor/educator-resources/
https://www.ffa.org/my-toolbox/instructor/educator-resources/


A year full of opportunities…
Summer - Officer Training Guide
August/September - CDE Marketing Flyers
August/September - CDE/LDE Resources
Fall - SAE Resources
October - National Convention Implementation Guide
January - Chapter Level Degree Applications
February - National FFA Week Implementation Guide
March - Officer Selection Resources
Spring - Degree Ceremony/Banquet Program Guide

All the time - Substitute Teaching Guides
Virtual Field Trips
New Horizons Teaching Guides

https://ffa.app.box.com/s/3sjhfrr4exk3u48hj3zpahg147r7kibq/folder/283394590839
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/3sjhfrr4exk3u48hj3zpahg147r7kibq/folder/58216563548
https://ffa.app.box.com/v/CDE-LDE-Resources
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/drf40cfler92moy4a7abv9a8z76wcysq/folder/107469687145
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/85mn01uxi1s9zax7ae5r9hn5j1d6awtf
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/qnnht7bvjsqmq1s45rwdceolf2tm32vb
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/9h2uk735foawnjjqtw57ubzhizbmj12x
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/3sjhfrr4exk3u48hj3zpahg147r7kibq/folder/283395174497
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/3sjhfrr4exk3u48hj3zpahg147r7kibq/folder/53677940894
https://ffa.app.box.com/v/SubstituteTeachingGuides
https://agexplorer.ffa.org/virtual-field-trips/virtual-field-trip-at-ford-motor-company/
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/drf40cfler92moy4a7abv9a8z76wcysq/folder/51106597633


Think about a scenario, then pick a class…
Link to Google Doc worksheet:

You will need to make a copy 
before editing.



Let's explore…
Take a few minutes and dig around in Educator 
Resources that you think could work for a chaos day 
lesson.



Did he really just ask me to share?



When you are done…

Google Form: Submit your lesson 
plan here or at QR code. 
- Options for picture uploads or a 

shared google link.

Shared Folder of Lessons: Access to 
all lesson plans submitted.

https://forms.gle/Djp77UBTLUYR7fDx5
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VTSqOhj5Qstm6Tft5Ja5ogRx12bFU_c7fusvmsOO4EUATKeG4xFFsSJg6V7joV77bbdwsnvn?usp=drive_link


Questions?



SAE Resources



SAE Implementation Using National FFA Resources
EMIS

Work Based Learning

SAE

AET

Success!

Where Do I 
Start? 
What is 
Going on?



FFA/CDE Resources





Classroom/Laboratory Resources



Potential For Subplans



FFA in the USA Article Activity
• How do I plan for a substitute

while I am away for longer trips? 
• Literacy - Why it Matters!

• Science of Reading 
• OTES - Data Collection



Easily Implemented
Lesson Plans



Implementation Guides = More Student Ownership
2023 National FFA Week - Handed Guide to officers and turned
them loose. 

https://ffa.app.box.com/s/z53v6jbj83oqx4yhyoea0hyuq6msct5a/file/1031306822858


How did they do?



Other guides…



National Convention Implementation Guide
Can be adapted for State Convention if your Admin 

require follow up.

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1Wmw7TotpJYvZW3gqRpkgDWYRDUsgkpnR
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